
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Equitable Wealth Initiative Roundtable Series Resources and Readings  

 
 
Racism and the Economy: A virtual conference hosted in partnership with all 12 regional Federal Reserve 
Banks to highlight work by leading academics and practitioners in a variety of fields. Their presentations 
identified barriers to economic opportunity for households of color. Each session also featured a 
conversation about interventions that could reduce racial disparities in areas like employment, financial 
stability, access to credit, and education. 
 
Racial Wealth Inequality and the Role of Narratives (May 2022) 

• “Doing ‘The Right Thing’ Won’t Close the Racial Wealth Gap” – Anne Price 
• The Color of Wealth in Boston – Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
• The Color of Wealth in Los Angeles – Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco  
• Emergent Strategy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds – Adrienne Maree Brown 
• Black Wealth/White Wealth: A New Perspective on Racial Inequality – Melvin Oliver and Tom 

Shapiro 
• Government Boosts and Blocks to Building Wealth – United for a Fair Economy 
• “Family Connections and the Black-White Wealth Gap Among Middle-Class Families” – N.S. Chiteji 

and Darrick Hamilton 
• The Color of Money: Black Banks and the Racial Wealth Gap – Mehrsa Baradaran 
• Scarcity: The New Science of Having Less and How It Defines Our Lives – Sendhil Mullainathan 

and Eldar Shafir  
• The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of Trauma – Bessel van der Kolk 
• Hard Work Is Not Enough: Gender and Racial Inequality in an Urban Workspace  – Katrinell M. 

Davis 
• Women’s Way Change the Narrative (videos from fellows)  
• Why All Guaranteed Income Is Narrative Work – The Insight Center  
• Still Running Up the Down Escalator – The Insight Center  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.minneapolisfed.org/policy/racism-and-the-economy
https://shelterforce.org/2022/02/08/doing-the-right-thing-wont-close-the-racial-wealth-gap/
https://www.bostonfed.org/publications/one-time-pubs/color-of-wealth.aspx
https://www.frbsf.org/community-development/publications/special/the-color-of-wealth-in-los-angeles/
https://bookshop.org/books/emergent-strategy-shaping-change-changing-worlds/9781849352604
https://www.routledge.com/Black-Wealth--White-Wealth-A-New-Perspective-on-Racial-Inequality/Oliver-Shapiro/p/book/9780415951678
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ufe/pages/4389/attachments/original/1651532224/Boosts_and_Blocks_Timeline_-_Handout_Size_%288.5x11%29_%281%29.pdf?1651532224
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/227583136_Family_Connections_and_the_Black-White_Wealth_Gap_among_Middle-Class_Families
https://bookshop.org/books/the-color-of-money-black-banks-and-the-racial-wealth-gap-9780674970953/9780674237476
https://bookshop.org/books/scarcity-the-new-science-of-having-less-and-how-it-defines-our-lives-9781250056115/9781250056115
https://bookshop.org/books/the-body-keeps-the-score-brain-mind-and-body-in-the-healing-of-trauma/9780143127741
https://uncpress.org/book/9781469630489/hard-work-is-not-enough/
https://womensway.org/gwi/changethenarrative/
https://insightcced.org/why-all-guaranteed-income-is-narrative-work/
https://insightcced.org/still-running-up-the-down-escalator/


 

 

 

Homeownership (June 2022) 

• “Hear Us: We Must Center Blackness in Housing” – Natasha Hicks 
• “The Power of Narrative in Economic Policy” – Jhumpa Bhattacharya and Anne Price 
• What’s Behind the Racial Homeownership Gap in Philadelphia? – Jacob Whiton, Theresa 

Singleton, and Lei Ding 
• Home Mortgage Refinancing Disparities During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Insights for Delaware, 

New Jersey, and Pennsylvania – Kyle DeMaria 
• Home Improvement Lending in the Third Federal Reserve District: Patterns by Income, Race, and 

Gender – Alix Carlin and Eileen Divringi 
• “Racial Differences in Mortgage Refinancing, Distress, and Housing Wealth Accumulation During 

COVID-19” – Kristopher Gerardi, Lauren Lambie-Hanson, and Paul Willen 
 

 
Education and Student Debt (July 2022) 
 

• A College Degree Is No Guarantee – Janelle Jones and John Schmitt  
• Black Debt, White Debt – Louise Seamster  
• Guaranteed Debt-Free College – Charlisa Goodlet, Emanuel Nieves, and Jeremie Greer  
• “The Racial Wealth Gap, Financial Aid, and College Access” – Phillip B. Levine and Dubravka Ritter 
 

 
Labor Market (September 2022) 
 

• “Broken Rung” – Juliana Feliciano Reyes 
• Understanding Black-White Disparities in Labor Market Outcomes Requires Models that Account for 

Persistent Discrimination and Unequal Bargaining Power – Valerie Wilson and William Darity Jr.  
• “Toxic Individualism Ain’t It,” the third episode of season one of the podcast Raci$m is Profitable 
• Racism and the Economy Focus on Employment – Rebecca Dixon 
• “How Do Eligibility and Take-Up of Unemployment Insurance Benefits Differ Among Black and 

White Individuals?” – Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 
• “Impact” – Compass Working Capital 
• “Client Stories” – Compass Working Capital 

 
 
Final Session (October 2022) 
 

• Race for Profit – Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor 

• Investigation of the Ferguson Police Department – U.S. Department of Justice Civil Rights Division 
• The Impact of Criminal Court and Prison Fines and Fees in Philadelphia – Philadelphia Office of 

Community Empowerment and Opportunity 
 
 

https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/hear-us-we-must-center-blackness-in-housing
https://medium.com/economicsecproj/the-power-of-narrative-in-economic-policy-27bd8a9ed888
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/community-development/housing-and-neighborhoods/whats-behind-the-racial-homeownership-gap-in-philadelphia
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/community-development/housing-and-neighborhoods/home-mortgage-refinancing-disparities-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-insights-for-de-nj-and-pa
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/community-development/housing-and-neighborhoods/home-improvement-lending-in-the-third-federal-reserve-district-patterns-by-income-race-and-gender
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/community-development/housing-and-neighborhoods/home-improvement-lending-in-the-third-federal-reserve-district-patterns-by-income-race-and-gender
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/consumer-finance/mortgage-markets/racial-differences-in-mortgage-refinancing-distress-and-housing-wealth-accumulation-during-covid-19
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/consumer-finance/mortgage-markets/racial-differences-in-mortgage-refinancing-distress-and-housing-wealth-accumulation-during-covid-19
https://www.issuelab.org/resources/18138/18138.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1536504219830674
https://www.liberationinageneration.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/LibGen_Guarantee_Debt-Free_College_Brief_FINAL.pdf
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/consumer-finance/education-finance/the-racial-wealth-gap-financial-aid-and-college-access
https://www.inquirer.com/news/inq2/more-perfect-union-trade-construction-racism-pennsylvania-20220830.html
https://www.epi.org/unequalpower/publications/understanding-black-white-disparities-in-labor-market-outcomes/
https://www.epi.org/unequalpower/publications/understanding-black-white-disparities-in-labor-market-outcomes/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/toxic-individualism-aint-it/id1605177973?i=1000551855934
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/%7E/media/assets/events/2020/racism-and-the-economy-focus-on-employment/racism-and-the-economy-employment-proposal-dixon.pdf?la=en
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/the-economy/regional-economics/how-do-eligibility-and-take-up-of-unemployment-insurance-benefits-differ
https://www.philadelphiafed.org/the-economy/regional-economics/how-do-eligibility-and-take-up-of-unemployment-insurance-benefits-differ
https://www.compassworkingcapital.org/impact
https://www.compassworkingcapital.org/sonja
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/opa/press-releases/attachments/2015/03/04/ferguson_police_department_report_1.pdf
https://www.phila.gov/media/20210505004207/FinesandFees-final.pdf
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