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The West Mt. Airy neighborhood of Philadelphia has 
been nationally recognized for its efforts to intentionally 
promote racial integration and neighborhood stability 
since the 1950s.1  In the more than 50 years since then, 
residents understand the challenges to integration 
through a new lens and remain passionate about 
creating a neighborhood of diversity and inclusion. A 
contemporary challenge to racial integration in Mt. Airy 
focuses on the concern that rising housing costs will 
lead to the displacement of current residents and will 
inhibit lower-income residents from moving into the 
neighborhood. A central concern of community leaders 
is that these market forces will exert a disproportionate 
impact across racial groups and will segregate a 
neighborhood whose residents value racial and class 
diversity. To what extent has the degree of racial 
integration in Mt. Airy changed since 1990, and how 
does that degree of neighborhood integration relate to 
that of the city as a whole?

To assess trends in neighborhood integration in Mt. 
Airy, a measure of residential segregation, known as 

multi-group entropy, was calculated for all Census 
block groups in Philadelphia.2  The entropy score is best 
characterized as a measure of the evenness with which 
racial groups are represented in a geographic area.3  
Lower scores indicate low levels of racial integration and 
higher scores indicate the equal representation of all five 
racial groups: non-Hispanic white, non-Hispanic black, 
non-Hispanic Asian, Hispanic, and non-Hispanic other 
(including non-Hispanic reporting more than one race). 
Neighborhood and city entropy estimates are calculated 
as population-weighted averages of the individual block 
group entropy scores.

In 1990, the average entropy scores for both West 
(0.77) and East (0.44) Mt. Airy were greater than that 
for Philadelphia (0.40), indicating that block groups in 
the Mt. Airy neighborhood were in fact more racially 
integrated than those in Philadelphia as a whole (Table 
1). Over the ensuing 20 years, however, as the city 
became more racially diverse, integration increased 
to a greater extent in Philadelphia than in Mt. Airy.4  
Whereas the average entropy score for Philadelphia 



increased by 0.38, the score for Mt. Airy increased by 
only 0.19.

Yet, differences exist between East and West Mt. Airy. 
While West Mt. Airy became more racially diverse 
over this 20-year period and continues to be more 
integrated than the city overall, the eastern portion of 

East Mt. Airy remained segregated as a predominantly 
African-American neighborhood (Figure 1). Residential 
segregation also persists in other sections of 
Philadelphia, such as in North and West Philadelphia, 
whereas segregation has diminished substantially in 
Northeast Philadelphia (Figure 2). 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STUDIES & EDUCATION

1990 2010 Change

West Mt. Airy 0.77 0.93 +0.16

East Mt. Airy 0.44 0.66 +0.22

Mt. Airy 0.58 0.77 +0.19

Philadelphia 0.40 0.78 +0.38

Table 1: Neighborhood and City Entropy Scores (Weighted Averages)
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