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Poverty in Rochester, NY

2015 Community Report

• 10th poorest U.S. city in top 75

• 2nd highest poverty rate among mid-size 

cities in America

• More than 50% of our children live in 

poverty

• Highest % of people living below half of 

federal poverty level



New York State Taskforce Announcement



Taking Charge



Rochester Community Workgroups

Workgroups’ focus

• Education

• Health & Nutrition

• Housing

• Jobs

• Justice System

• Safe Neighborhoods

• Childcare

• Transportation



IBM Smarter Cities Challenge Award



RMAPI Report to the Community

A Roadmap for Change

• Local poverty data

• Process and planning

• Guiding principles

• Recommendations and priorities



Rochester Region Gets $500 Million in 
Upstate Revitalization

Economic development 
awards ceremony
December 10, 2015
Albany, NY

• Assembly Majority Leader 
Joseph Morelle

• New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo 

• University of Rochester 
President Joel Seligman 
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Community Input – Town Hall Sessions



Guiding Principles



IBM Smarter Cities Recommendations



Gov. Cuomo Announces Empire State Poverty Reduction Initiative (ESPRI)

January  7, 2016
Albany, NY
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Rochester Selected for Invest Health Grant



RMAPI Guiding Principles Report

Putting Principles Into Practice

• Create dialogue

• Give examples

• Share experiences

• Provide tools for changing behaviors 

and building capacity 



Adult Mentoring: Mentors for Success



Early Childhood Support



Systems Design & Collective Impact



Poverty Impact Statement

Aligning with FLREDC Funding Priorities

Projects applying for State funds will be given extra consideration and 

may be eligible for additional grant incentives if they take measures that 

meet certain anti-poverty goals. 

Questionnaire examples:
• How project will impact poverty

• How many low-income individuals will be hired or benefit

• How will project address the barriers low-income individuals face to initial or continuous 

employment

• How does proposal address/recognize structural racism and trauma

• How does the proposal help create opportunities for growth and career advancement for poverty-

impacted populations



Local Economic Development Win

Brewery expansion 

with poverty impact

Expansion plans 128 

new jobs for 

Rochester; half 

promised to people 

living in poverty.



Community Advisory Council

Community Engagement 

• 25 members

• Connecting dots between key 

stakeholders

• Contributing to decisions and actions

• Includes citizens from across the 

region, including people impacted by 

poverty in the pilot neighborhoods


