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Human Brain Development
Synapse Formation Dependent on Early Experiences
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Barriers to Social Mobility Emerge 
at a Very Young Age

16 mos. 24 mos. 36 mos.

C
u
m

u
la

ti
v
e
 V

o
c
a
b
u
la

ry
 (

W
o
rd

s
)

College Educated 
Parents

Welfare 
Parents

Child’s Age (Months)

200

600

1200

Source: Hart & Risley (1995) 



Perry Preschool

Costs and Benefits Over 62 Years
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Benefit-Cost Ratios for Early Childhood 

Development Longitudinal Studies

 Perry Preschool 

 $16 to $1 

 Abecedarian Educational Child Care 

 $4 to $1 

 Chicago-Child Parent

 $10 to $1 

 Elmira Prenatal/Early Infancy Project

 $5 to $1 

Sources: Schweinhart, et al. (2005); Masse & Barnett (2002); Reynolds, 

Temple, White, Ou, & Robertson (2011); Karoly, et al (1998) 
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