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The shift to a majority-minority
population is happening faster than
expected

ource: U.S. Census Bureau



More than 1 in 3 residents—
107 million people—Ilive below
twice the federal poverty line

ource: U.S. Census Bureau



The fastest growth in recent years occurred in the nation’s 100 largest
metro areas, which account for two-thirds of the population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



As suburbs have grown they have become increasingly
diverse

% African Americans
in Suburbs

51%

44%

2000 2010

Source: Frey, “Melting Pot Cities and Suburbs” (2011)



As suburbs have grown they have become increasingly
diverse

% Immigrants
in Suburbs

61%

56%

2000 2010

Source: Brookings State of Metropolitan America Indicator Map



As suburbs have grown they have become increasingly
diverse

% 65 Years and Over
in Suburbs

72%

69%

2000 2010

Source: Brookings State of Metropolitan America Indicator Map



Today, suburbs are home to the largest poor population

Poor Population by Geography Type
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NOTE: The federal poverty threshold for a family of four was 523,492 in 2012

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data



Even as poverty has spread it has become more concentrated

Percent Change in the Number of Poor Residents in High-Poverty Neighborhoods

145%
128%

7%

|

Cities Suburbs Small Metros Rural

51%

NOTE: High-Poverty neighborhoods are census tracts with poverty rates of 40% or more.

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data



And the challenges of concentrated disadvantage have spread to
more places

Share of Poor Residents Living in High-Poverty Neighborhoods

23%

m2000 wm2008-12

Cities Suburbs Small Metros Rural
NOTE: High-Poverty neighborhoods are census tracts with poverty rates of 40% or more.

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data



Many factors drive the shifting geography of poverty

Populatloh Change Immigration Housmg |

_ T

Job Location Regional Economy



Suburban poverty brings added challenges

Limited Philanthropic Resources Change in School Populations



Suburbs face additional challenges

Lack of Capacity

Extensive Fragmentation | 57 =

Inflexible, Unreliable Fundi




The legacy system of place-based anti-poverty programs

developed over decades does not map easily onto the suburban
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Achieve Scale

Collaborate and Integrate

Fund Strategically



You can find additional resources and sign up for updates on
suburban poverty research and best practices on the book’s

We bsite: CONFRONTING SUBURBAN

POVERTY in AMERICA The Book The Communities v Action Toolkit ~  About ~ Updates + Q

A New Perspective on Poverty
|

GET THE BOOK

East Contra Costa County Lakewood Tukwila

www.ConfrontingSuburbanPoverty.org



ekneebone@brookings.edu
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www.ConfrontingSuburbanPoverty.org



