
Social Dynamics of Concentrated Social Dynamics of Concentrated 
Inequality and Urban Violence Inequality and Urban Violence 

Robert J. SampsonRobert J. Sampson

Harvard UniversityHarvard University



Murder “Hot Spots”:
Chicago, 1990-1996



Homicide Counts and Population Adjusted Rates, 2002-2003



Present ConcernsPresent Concerns

Stability and Change in InequalityStability and Change in Inequality
especially concentrated poverty and racial inequality; especially concentrated poverty and racial inequality; 
ethnic/cultural diversity and immigrationethnic/cultural diversity and immigration

Stability and Change in Social FabricStability and Change in Social Fabric
e.g., cohesion, trust, collective efficacy, density of social e.g., cohesion, trust, collective efficacy, density of social 
networks, organizational participationnetworks, organizational participation



 Persistence of Poverty Traps During "Social Transformation" of the Inner City:
Chicago Neighborhoods, 1970-1990
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““Durable Inequality: Spatial Dynamics, Social Processes and the PDurable Inequality: Spatial Dynamics, Social Processes and the Persistence of Poverty in Chicago ersistence of Poverty in Chicago 
Neighborhoods.”  2006.  Robert J. Sampson and Jeffrey Morenoff. Neighborhoods.”  2006.  Robert J. Sampson and Jeffrey Morenoff. In In Poverty TrapsPoverty Traps, edited by , edited by 
Samuel Bowles, Steve Samuel Bowles, Steve DurlaufDurlauf, and Karla Hoff.   Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press., and Karla Hoff.   Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press.



Holds During Era of Gentrification



The Stable Structure of Neighborhood Violence 

Profiles in an Era of Crime Decline: Chicago, 1995-2002
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Stable Asymmetry of Racial Change over Three Decades

Empty quadrant – in 30 years, 
not one neighborhood 
transitioned from black white



CHICAGO NON-CHICAGO

Size of arrow weighted based on
percentage making the transition.

Moves within same neighborhood type.
.

White, Black, Latino, and Mixed Ethnic Neighborhoods, by Poverty and Chicago Location
 Structural Pattern of Neighborhood Flows: Mover/Stayer Pathways among
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““Neighborhood Selection and the Social Neighborhood Selection and the Social 
Reproduction of Concentrated Racial Reproduction of Concentrated Racial 
Inequality.”  Robert J. Sampson and Inequality.”  Robert J. Sampson and 
Patrick Sharkey. Patrick Sharkey. DemographyDemography (2008)(2008)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Structural flows: transitions of at least 5% of origin neighborhood are depicted.  (1) only tiny flows cross race/economic hierarchy.   (2)  reproduction most common within race.  (3) 4 of 5 pathways out of Chicago are to white nonpoor areas.  (4) white origin areas are main “senders” but in essence only to other white areas.   Latinos and whites “exchange” but not either with black areas.�



Collective Efficacy TheoryCollective Efficacy Theory

Composition/ (e.g., 
Poverty, Race) 

Social Networks/       
Interaction

Collective 
Efficacy
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Immigration and Violence by Neighborhood PovertyImmigration and Violence by Neighborhood Poverty

…locally.….locallyIndex based on 100 
foreign countries

““Rethinking Immigration and Crime.”  Robert J. Sampson. Rethinking Immigration and Crime.”  Robert J. Sampson. ContextsContexts (2008)(2008)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
MOREOVER, VIOLENCE INVERSELY RELATED TO VIOLENCE ACROSS NEIGHBORHOODS IN CHICAGO. �



IncreasesIncreases in Neighborhood in Neighborhood 
Diversity are also Directly Diversity are also Directly 

Linked to Linked to DecreasesDecreases in in 
Neighborhood ViolenceNeighborhood Violence

(Controlling for all time(Controlling for all time--stable stable 
characteristics and characteristics and 

concentrated disadvantage) concentrated disadvantage) 



However, changes in race/ethnic 
diversity do not erode collective efficacy



Nor Trust in Neighbors: Enduring Quality of Trust Despite ChangeNor Trust in Neighbors: Enduring Quality of Trust Despite Changes s 
in Multiin Multi--Group Diversity: Chicago, 1995Group Diversity: Chicago, 1995--20022002

N=77 Community Areas

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
SAME GOES FOR TRUST, PUTNAM’S KEY MEASURE�



The Real Culprit?  Legacy of Concentrated Poverty  
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