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New York City
Is a Group of Small Towns
on the Hudson River




The City Is Divided into 5 Boroughs

@ Clt}{( of I\‘Iiew York

Parks and Recreation
The borough of

Manhattan has about New York City Boroughs
the same population

as Philadelphia,
1.5 million.




The 5 Boroughs Are Divided into
59 Community Districts

@ City of New York - £ Bronx Community Board 1
e ) has a population of 85,000,

New York City similar to Trenton, NJ.

Community Board Districts

Brooklyn Community Board 13
has a population of 106,000
similar to Allentown, PA

Source: New York City Department of City Planning ‘




The Community Districts Are Divided
into 198 Neighborhoods,

the Basic Building Blocks for Planning
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City of New York
Parks and Recreation

New York City
Neighborhoods

North Corona, in Queens,
has a population of 47,000,
similar to Harrisburg, PA.
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Clinton Hill, Brooklyn,
has a population of 33,000,
similar to Dover, DE.

Source: New York City Deptartment of City Planning g




Park Managers Around the Globe
Speak the Same Language




We Are All in the Real Estate Business

Creating Parks, Olmsted

by

' BRYANT PARK
TOWER

conveniently located
near everything worth
being located near

Table 2

Frederick Law Olmsted’s Documentation of the Impact of Central Park on the

Property Tax Base of the Three Proximate Wards

Assessed value in 1873

Assessed value in 1856

Showing an increased valuation of

The total expenditure for construction, from May 1%,
1857 to January 1%, 1874, 1

The cost of land of the Park to the city 1

The cost of the Park to the city s

The rate of 1ax for the year 1873 is 2 50, yielding on the
increase of valuation as above stated, increase of tax
amounting to $5,241,298 75,

Total increase of ax in three wards

The annual interest on the cost of land and ymprovement

of the Park, up to this ume, at six percent $834,150.94
Deduct one percent, on $399 300 of stock, issued at five
percent 3,933.00

Excess of mcrease of tax. in three wards, over mterest on
cost of land and improvements

$236,081.515.00
26,429,565.00
$209,651.950.00

$8,873.671.50

5,028,844.10
$13,902,515.06

830,157.94
$4.411,140.8]

Source: Fox, T. (1990)

In 2002, the accounting firm of Ernst &
Young
found that commercial rental values
around Bryant Park
had increased by as much as 225%

he park.

OWNER/DEVELOPER: MG HOTEL LLC. MEMBER OF THE 5. HOLDINGS GROUIP

www.bryantparktower. SHV(

Sale: THE AMERICAS * NEW

Maintaining Parks,

Crompton

Reclaiming Parks,
Bryant Park

In a 2004 article John Crompton
of Texas A&M University
connected price premiums
for homes within 500 feet of a park
to park quality:

“average” quality added 5%,
“above average” added 10%,
“unusual excellence” added 15%.




Geography Defines
Opportunity

Highlands Region
PA-NJ-NY-CT

I Highlands Region
. Municipal boundaries
County boundaries
/\/ State boundaries
/\./ Interstate highways
. ! /N\/ Major rivers
i j | e Cities and Towns

i A Legend
- Parks More Than 5 Acres

Maryland 2 = : 2
s M DCP Open Space More Than 5 Acres
e v g S WO bt
\\ . Juna 2004 - Waterways legally part of NYC
n N NYC Boroughs

For New York, the country is not far from the city. In New York, open water is open space.



For Congested Neighborhoods,
Access to the Waterfront
Can Be Transformative.

@ City of New York ] . : k or @ City of New York
Parks and Recreation A : / R . Parks and Recreation
Coastal Community Districts i Vi, Landlocked Community Districts

with less than 1.5 acres of parks ¢ Y with less than 1.5 acres of parks
per 1000 residents / - : per 1000 residents

Legend o Wi e : Legend
—— City Coastline 4 , S \ — City Coastline
B Pars F / ha- o I Parks
Coastal Community Districts ’ 1 y . BN i Landlocked Community Districts
- less than 1.5 acres per 1,000 g D - B '. [ iess than 1.5 acres per 1,000
|| other community districts i) 5 s e ) [ other community districts

f 4 A : (L ¢ . ]

Source: Open space ratios developed by LN Source: Open space ratios developed by

NYC DCP and DPR with Parks inventory e NYC DCP and DPR with Parks inventory

as of 10/02 based on City, State, and Federal parks . as of 10/02 based on City, State, and Federal parks
acres and U.S. Census 2000 population data. S g/ acres and U.S. Census 2000 population data.

Finding new open space for landlocked neighborhoods
IS more difficult in a developed city.



Yesterday’'s Parks: Wet, Steep, Rocky, Remote

Unwanted Land

City of New York
Parks and Recreation

Surficial Geology and Parks

Surficial Geology
MATERIAL

Kame depaids
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Source: NY State Museum / NY'S Geological Survey, 1999, s




Today’s Parks: Toxic
Recycled Industrial Land

Fresh Kills Park, Staten Island
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Future Park



Concrete Plant Park, The Bronx

Current Construction Progress



Gas Tank Park, Queens

e 1
W RS oor ere
il sl 1™

VY~ = miangi® A 2

WOODLAND
GARDEN
SITTING AREA

exssting trees

L. B0 s1aTiON | 1
o p HIGH POINT )

Y
x Possible ¥t +y
Kinetic G @ CVDATLE g
Sculpture o+ £) ORCHARD g
UPPER ! & Y,

@AY MEADOW

SHOWER
SOUTH EAST PLAZA

SLOPED LAWN

NORTH

:a}f gmffufkdﬁ%rgahgt SCALE: 1" = 30-0" January 2006
" Flushing New York 11368 City of New York Parks & Recreation - Helen Ogrinz, RLA / Nancy Prince, RLA

@ City of New York CONCEPT PLAN




Greenpoint-Williamsburg Waterfront, Brooklyn




Today’s Parks: Exotic
Shared Jurisdiction, Complex Engineering, on Rooftops
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Seawalls, Pilings, Decks, Tunnels
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Battery Park Over Subway Tunnel

East River Park Seawall
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Today’s Parks: Expensive
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BEFORE & AFTER: Locals hope to transform this barren stretch of East Side waterfront (inset) into a lush esplanade.

4 acres for $100 million!
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The Ideal Park System

Is One You Can Afford
— In Bad Times

Housing, Bank Troubles Deepen

Foreclosures Reach
{ New Record;
lHome Equily Falls

By SUDEEP REDDY
AND SARA MURRAY
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The Boom IsBust

Would a New York With Less Money
Be a Happier Place?
Plus: A Hard Times Handbook Cheap Food,
Cheap Apts., Cheap Everything.




Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC 2030
Guiding Principle: Make the Most of What We Have

Complete Unfinished Regional Parks

78 acres to be developed for $40 million



Open More Schoolyards as Public Playgrounds

SCHOOLYARDS
TO
PLAYGROUNDS

HOURS FOR PUBLIC USE

When school is in session: After school until Dusk
During all other times: 8:00 am until Dusk

DIAL 311 FOR NON-EMERGENCY NYC SERVICES OR 911 FOR EMERGENCIES

PS 161 Queens

PS 208 Brooklyn

Mgy pniranc os o Eha sirest aliow Bha park bo remmaen
opn during “paerk hours” s chosed off during
nchaol Purs.
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Schematic Design




Create More Greenstreets

Before




Build More Bikeways

oth Ave Bike Lane



Other Things To Do: Fix Broken Windows

Graffiti in Parks,
Northern Ireland

Litter in Playground 52, Bronx




Attract the Public with Events, Food and Art




Make the City Bloom: Community Gardens

This site is 4 public garden Which Is maintained
by neighborhood volunteess thraugh Green Thumb.
Founded in 1978, GreenThumb helps local residents transform
vacant properties into attractive green spuces. 11 you want
1 join this garden, call (212) TEE-2070.

Gty of Niw Yok Rusdotph W, Grlianl, Mayoe
Parks & Recreation Henry J. Saem, Conminsioace







The Smallest Park in the City
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