COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DATA INVENTORY FALL 2015

USPS Vacancy Data

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
U.S. Postal Service
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/usps.html

About the Data

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the U.S. Postal Service (USPS)
produce a quarterly census tract-level data set with information on the number of units classified as
vacant. The data are available to government agencies and nonprofits only, and access requires online
registration.

Geographic Availability Update Frequency Download Formats

Census Tract 2015 Quarterly

Methodology and Data Sources

The data set is based on USPS administrative records. Since 2008, the USPS has produced separate
estimates for business, residential, and other addresses.

Select Variables

Duration of Vacancy

Total No-Stat Addresses (i.e., Units Not Currently Available)
Total Number of Addresses

Total Vacant Addresses

Vacancy by Property Type (Business, Residential, and Other)

0000

Additional Resources
For more information, please refer to the following online resources:

e Data Dictionary
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/usps/USPS_Data_Dictionary_07212008.pdf

e HUD USPS Zip Code Cross Walk Files
http://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/usps_crosswalk.html
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Accessing This Data Set

HUD Aggregated USPS Administrative Data On Address Vacancies

U SP$ Vacancy Data |2 now avallabie at the 2010 Census Tract geographic kevel. Atter
the 4th guarter of 2012, HUD will no longer be tabulzting the USP S Vacancy Data at the | pata from and after
2000 Census tract leval.

HUD has enfered Into an agreement with the Unfled States Postal Senvice (USPS) to recelve
quarterly aggragate data on addresses identified by the USPS a5 having besn “vacant” or “No
-Sfar" In the previous quarter. HUD Is making these data avallable for regaarchare and practionsrs 1o explore thelr potential
utlity for tracking neghborhood change on & quarteny basls. The patantial pawer of these data ks that ey represent the
universe of il addraeses In the Linitad States and are updated avery thres monthe. Under the cumant agreemeant with the
USPS, HUD Can Make N2 4213 CCEsEIDia anly 1 qOVEMMENTal SMUNEE 3nd Non-profit 0rganizations regislensa a5 Users. Usa
of the data Is permitied anly for activitize raiated to the “stated purpose” outined in the sublicensa agraement.

Total Numiber of Agdresses - This refiects all addresses (reskiential and commercial) that USPS has recorded In thelr
[EIELEEE

Tolal Vacant Agdresses - These are addresses Mat delivery sIafl on urban routes have Identiled as being vacant (nat
coliacting telr mall) for 90 days or knger.
Total no-6tat Addreeses - There are many reasans an address £an be classifiad 35 No-stat, Including:

- Rural Route addreseas vacant for 90 days of longer

- Addresees for BusINSES2E or Nomes Lnder constnuciian and not yat cocupled

= AdOreEESE In Urban araas ldentifiad by 3 carrier 38 not likely 10 be Schve for some Bme

In acidition to te tatal counts noted above, the USPS I reparting to HUD for 2ach quarter the number of days an address has
been In each catagory (eee data dictionary). Becauss USPS did not start counting daye In 2ach categary untll afar entering
Into this agreemant with HUD, the starting point for counting daye In each categary i Nowember 13, 2005. So. for example,
our Decembeer 2005 extract Shaws no 3ddresses being on the vacant Est for longer than three Montne because we had only
DESN COUMUNG Tor JUSL OVET 3 MOMIM. VW2 Will N0t KNaw 3DOUt 300rSESaE O e vacant IE 07 ionger INan mres years untl ne
December 2008 extract.

While HUD Is 5t explorng the Uty of these data, It has ientified the following tems that may be of use 10 other researchers
and practiioners:
+ WEcation/Regart areas have very high rates of vacant adorasses.
+ Areas with bigh growtn have high rates of no-sist agdresses 38 do areas of signiicant decine. One way 1o distingulsh
theee two areas Is by comparing Total Count of AMS Addresses betwesn guarters. An Increase In AMS addresses with
a3 similar Inoresge In no-5tt adoracsee Mely raflects naw CONESTUCYON/addiions. No-s1ats with 3 stable of reduoed
number of addreseas probably reflact long-tem vacant addressas.
= In Mistregsed areas, a reduction in 1o1al AMS addresses from quarter-io-gquarter appears 1o be a strong Indicator of
where demolitlan Is accurring. (Note that i 3 bullding ls demalished to be replacad by another bullding, the address Wil
lkealy be moved 1o no-gtat status and not be removead from the total number of addresses).

Hote fo Users

In March 2010 USPS began Implementation of new procedures o imgprove the accuracy of the vacant Indicator. This
‘changaover has ked to an Incrasse In vacancles acrss Me Na1lon, CaUEIng YEar-Ovar-year vacancy compansons and
calculations spanning March 2010 1o b= prodlematic.

The new USPS application allows for defivery unilicarmer (o anEwer yes or na (an address Is elther vacant or not) which
then updates database sutomatically (righily). Along with the appiication are data provided 10 the carmer from other data
sources Including the USPS Change of Address and USPS Address Change Service. Census 2000 mallings were also
usad 35 3 "one time” source for the application. As of November 1, 2010, 4.2 mlllon racords had been updated.

Thie neaw appllcation should Improve data quallty over time, but caution should be used In measuring changa ower tme as
he new procadures are fully Implementad.

Download Guarterty Data:

:
i

Contact Information

U.S. Postal Service
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USPS vacancy data can be
accessed through the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s website. However,
this data set is available only to
nonprofit organizations and
governmental entities.

To access this data set, users must
first register at
http:/lwww.huduser.goviportal/usps
lindex.html.

E-mail: USPSVacancydata@hud.gov

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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