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About the Data 

The Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) program at the U.S. Census Bureau 

produces a number of data sets that are useful for studying a local economy. One such data set, the 

LEHD Origin-Destination Employment Statistics (LODES) data series, helps users understand, 

analyze, and visualize where people work and where workers live. The data are accessible primarily 

via the OnTheMap application.  

Additional Resources 

For more information, please refer to the following online resources: 

 Getting Started with OnTheMap

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/GettingStartedwithOnTheMap.pdf

 OnTheMap: Data Overview

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapDataOverview.pdf

 OnTheMap: Sample Area Profile Analysis

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapSampleAPAnalysis.pdf

 OnTheMap: Sample Distance/Direction Analysis

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapSampleDDAnalysis.pdf

Methodology and Data Sources 

The LODES data set is compiled from a variety of sources, including unemployment insurance 

earnings data, the Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, and a number of other censuses and 

surveys. 

Select Variables 

 Age

 Earnings

 Education

 Firm Age and Size



Job Type

Industry

 Race and Ethnicity

 Sex

http://onthemap.ces.census.gov/
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/GettingStartedwithOnTheMap.pdf
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapDataOverview.pdf
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapSampleAPAnalysis.pdf
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/doc/help/onthemap/OnTheMapSampleDDAnalysis.pdf


Contact Information 
 Phone: 301-763-8303 

 E-mail: CES.Local.Employment.Dynamics@census.gov 

Source 
 Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics Program 

 U.S. Census Bureau 

Accessing This Data Set 

The primary platform for accessing the LODES data set is OnTheMap. The data set can also be 

downloaded at http://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/. 

Left: OnTheMap enables users to 

analyze employment data at a variety of 

geographic scales, including zip codes, 

counties, and metropolitan areas.  

Below, left: The tool performs the analysis 

for workers based on where they work or 

live. Reports can be run for specific 

geographic areas or for particular labor 

market segments. Below, right: This image 

is a sample of an inflow-outflow analysis for 

New Jersey.  
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