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About the Data
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) produces annual estimates 
representing Fair Market Rents (FMRs) for metropolitan areas and more than 2,000 nonmetropolitan 
county FMR areas. FMRs are calculated to help determine the payment standard amounts for the 
Housing Choice Voucher program and rent levels for other housing payment assistance programs.  As 
described below, FMRs are intended to be slightly lower than the median rent in a given metropolitan 
area or nonmetropolitan county. 

Geographic Availability Most Recent Data Update Frequency Download Formats

County, MSA 2015 Annually XLS

Methodology and Data Sources
FMRs are estimated using the most recently available data from the Decennial Census, the American 
Community Survey, and random digit dialing (RDD) surveys. These gross rent estimates include the 
cost of shelter plus tenant-paid utilities. Estimates do not include the cost of telephones, cable/satellite 
television, or Internet service. FMRs are set at the 40th percentile level for most areas, which means 
that 40 percent of standard-quality rental housing units are rented for less than the FMR and 60 
percent are rented for more.  

Select Variables 
Fair Market Rents by Number of Bedrooms 
Metro/Nonmetro Flag
Population (2010)

Additional Resources
For more information, please refer to the following online resource: 

• Fair Market Rents: Overview (*.doc, 112KB)
http://www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/fmr.html
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Accessing This Data Set

Fair Market Rents can 
be downloaded using the 
County Level Data File.

This table shows 2015 
FMRs by unit size for a 
number of metropolitan 
and nonmetropolitan 
counties. 

Contact Information E-mail: helpdesk@huduser.gov

Source U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
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