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About the Data 

The Building Permits Survey provides data at a variety of geographic scales on the planned 

construction of privately owned residential units and developments. 

Building Permits Survey 
U.S. Census Bureau 

http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/ 

Methodology and Data Sources 

The data are collected from local building permit offices and are reported on a voluntary basis. Data 

from all permit-issuing places are collected annually. To complement annual data collection, a survey 

is administered monthly to 9,000 permit-issuing places, or just under half of the 20,000 places 

included in annual data collection efforts.  

Select Variables 

 Number of Buildings

 Number of Units

 Valuation of Permitted Units

Additional Resources 

For more information, please refer to the following online resources: 

 Building Permits Definitions

http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/definitions/

 How the Data Are Collected

http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/how_the_data_are_collected/

http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/
http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/definitions/
http://www.census.gov/construction/bps/how_the_data_are_collected/


Contact Information 
   Phone: 301-763-5160 

 E-mail: mcd.rcb.bps@census.gov 

Source  U.S. Census Bureau 

Above: The Building Permits Survey portal allows users to query data by geographic level; 

the portal contains additional resources and publications about residential construction.  

Below: The image depicts sample data output. The tool lets users find data by month and 

by year. Moreover, the data can be directly downloaded in a variety of formats.  

Accessing This Data Set 
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