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“Retirees simply 
cannot afford to 
continue to ignore 
home equity as an 
income source and 
still meet their 
retirement goals”

— By Jamie Hopkins, retirement income program 
co-director at The American College of Financial 
Services



Hot Off the Press



The Face of the Baby Boomers



Equity and Non-Equity Assets for Average Married Couple at Age 65

• Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Survey of Income and Program Participation, 2008 Panel, Wave 10 

Average Equity in Home: $192,553

Non -Equity Assets: $92,238

$6 Trillion in Senior Home Equity



SWip Bucket Floor

InsurancesIncome Investments

Typical Retirement Planning Picture



Will I Have Enough to Meet my 
Basic Living Needs

Will I Have Enough Maintain my 
Standard of Living

Will I Have Access to Tax Advantaged 
Money When I Need It 

Will I Leave a Lasting Impact



Is There an Ideal Borrower?
üImproving Retirement Plans: 

A client has a workable or nearly workable retirement plan, but desires 
an improvement. Increased retirement spending is an example of 
improved plan, as is planning to age in place at home. 

üIncreasing Contingency: 
A client has a workable retirement plan but little contingency for the 
unexpected and undesirable: prolonged poor markets, health-related 
costs, or the need for home modifications or in-home assistance. 

üRescuing Retirement Income: 
A client’s retirement plan needs a rescue. Something they didn’t plan for 
happened – perhaps a spouse planned to work longer but couldn’t, or a 
spouse took a single life pension payout and now wishes they had 
elected 100% Joint and Survivor payout. 

üConstrained: 
Clients are in dire circumstances and have no other assets or income 
left. 



Ways to Implement:
1. At Every Client Meeting Talk about Housing 

Wealth as Part of a Comprehensive Financial 
Plan

ü Cash Flow Creation
ü Portfolio Preservation 
ü Rightsizing and Re-Balancing
ü Having a Backup Plan for Risk and Volatility


