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Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
Senior Economist, 2011-present

Economist, 2007-2010

Education
University of California, San Diego
Ph.D., Economics, 2007
M.A., Economics, 2004

Northwestern University

B.A., Economics and math methods in the social sciences, magna cum laude, 2001

Publications

“Technological Adaptation, Cities, and New Work” (2011). The Review of Economics and
Statistics, forthcoming.

“Precision, Bias, and Uncertainty for State Population Forecasts: An Exploratory Analysis of
Time Series Models” (2007) (with Jeff Tayman and Stanley K. Smith). Population Research
and Policy Review (26) 3: 347-369.

“Gentrification and Transit in Northwest Chicago” (2002). Journal of the Transportation
Research Forum, in Transportation Quarterly 56 (4): 175-191.

Working Papers

“Thick-Market Effects and Churning in the Labor Market: Evidence from U.S. Cities” (with
Hoyt Bleakley) (Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia working paper 07-23).

“Portage: Path Dependence and Increasing Returns in U.S. History” (with Hoyt Bleakley)
(Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia working paper 10-27, also NBER working paper
16314).
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Research in Progress
Heterogeneous Geography
Multiple Invention and the Technology of New Techniques
Product Life-Cycles and the Geographic Diffusion of Industries (with Joel Elvery)

Honors and Awards
NSF, Graduate Research Fellowship, Honorable Mention, 2002
UCSD, RB Cleaver Scholarship & Katz Graduate Social Science Fellowship, 2001-2002
Phi Beta Kappa, 2001
Northwestern University, Weinberg College Scholar, 1997-2001

Seminars and Presentations
2011: AEA (scheduled), Wharton (scheduled)

2010: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Wharton, Institut d’Economia de Barcelona, FRB
Philadelphia/Princeton Conference on Urban and Regional Economics, University of Hong
Kong, Regional Science/UEA, Fed System Regional

2009: UC, Santa Cruz, FRB San Francisco, UBC Urban and Real Estate Economics Summer
Symposium, University of Missouri

2008: Fed System Applied Micro, International Workshop in Economic Geography (IBEI),
SITE Summer Workshop (Theory and History), Regional Science/UEA, Fed System Regional

2007: Kiel Institute, NBER Summer Institute (IPE), Fed System Regional, Regional
Science/UEA, NBER Universities’ Research Conference

2006: UC, San Diego
2005: UC, San Diego

2001: Transportation Research Forum (best undergraduate paper), Metropolitan Conference
on Public Transportation Research (best student paper)

Professional Service and Affiliations

Referee, American Economic Review, Economic Journal, Journal of Economic Geography,
Journal of Urban Economics, Journal of Regional Science, Regional Studies

Assistant Editor, Journal of Environment and Development, 2001-2002

Member, American Economics Association, Urban Economics Association
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