
 

 

 
STATE HOUSING PERMITS:  AUGUST 2012 

 
From July to August, the issuance of residential building permits fell in Pennsylvania and New Jersey and rose in 
Delaware and the nation. 
 
Release Date: September 28, 2012 
Next Release Date: October 26, 2012 
 
According to the Census Bureau, total building permits issued for residential units increased 7.9 percent in the nation from 
July to August. Delaware saw a similar increase, while Pennsylvania and New Jersey both experienced declines. Over the 
month, permit issuance: 
 

• rose 7.2 percent  in Delaware  
• fell 30.2 percent in New Jersey, and 
• fell 22.4 percent in Pennsylvania. 

 
On a year-over-year basis, growth in permit issuance remains positive in the region and the nation. 
 
To remove the seasonality and monthly volatility in permits, we apply a seasonal adjustment and a three-month moving 
average to total permits (see chart below). According to our seasonally adjusted moving-average series, total permit issuance 
was essentially unchanged in the nation, increased in Delaware, and declined in Pennsylvania and New Jersey from July to 
August. 
 
Visit our website for more data on the three-state region. 
 
Please contact Katherine Dibling for media inquiries. 
Phone: (215) 574-4119 
 

 

0
25
50
75

100
125
150
175
200
225
250
275

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Index* 

* Index based on 3-month moving average (1992=100). Seasonally adjusted by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia. Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
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