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City 1950 Pop. 2010 Pop.   Change 
New York 7,891,957 8,175,133 +4 % 
Chicago 3,620,962  2,695,598 -26% 

Philadelphia 2,071,605  1,526,006  -26% 
Los Angeles 1,970,358  3,792,621  +92% 
Detroit 1,849,568  713,777  -61% 
Baltimore 949,708  620,961  -34% 
Cleveland 914,808 396,815  -56% 
St. Louis 856,796  319,294 -63% 
Washington 802,178  601,723 -25% 
Boston 801,444 617,594  -23% 



Portrait of Decline 

• 38 cities out of 235 with more than 100k 
population in 2000 have lost more than one 
percent of their population since then.    

• Both income levels and income growth (2000-
2008) are almost 20 percent below the urban 
average.   

• They are unusual in  January temperature (15 
degrees less at the median) , education,  share 
using public transit and, of course, poverty.    





Adults w. BA's 2000

 Population Growth 2000-10  .

0 20 40 60 80

-.5

0

.5

Birmingh

HuntsvilAnchorag

Little R

Concord 
Arvada c

Aurora c Colorado

Denver c

Fort Col

Lakewood
Pueblo c WestminsBridgepoHartford

New Have StamfordWaterbur
Washingt

Atlanta 

Boise Ci

Aurora c

Chicago 

Joliet c

Napervil

Peoria cRockford
Springfi

Evansvil

Fort Way

Gary cit

United S

South Be

Cedar Ra
Des Moin

Kansas C

Overland

Topeka c

Wichita 
United S

Baltimor

Boston c Cambridg
Lowell cSpringfi

Worceste
Ann Arbo

Detroit 

Flint ci

Grand RaLansing Livonia 

Sterling

Warren c
MinneapoSt. Paul

Jackson 

Independ Kansas C

St. Loui

Springfi

Lincoln 

Omaha ci

Reno cit

ManchestElizabet Jersey CNewark c
Paterson

Albuquer

Buffalo 

New York

Rocheste
SyracuseYonkers 

Charlott

Durham c

Fayettev

Greensbo

Raleigh 

Winston-

Akron ci
Cincinna

Clevelan

Columbus

Dayton c

Toledo c

Oklahoma

Tulsa ci

Eugene c
Portland

Salem ci
Allentow

Erie cit
Philadel

Pittsbur

Providen

Columbia

Sioux Fa

Chattano

Clarksvi

Knoxvill
Memphis 

United S

Abilene 

Amarillo Arlingto Carrollt

Dallas c

El Paso 

Fort Wor

Garland 

Grand Pr

Irving cLubbock 
Mesquite

Plano ci

Wichita 

Provo ci
Salt Lak

Alexandr
Chesapea

Hampton 

Newport 
Norfolk 

Portsmou

RichmondVirginia

Bellevue
Seattle Spokane 

Tacoma c

Vancouve

Green Ba

Madison 

Milwauke



H
ou

si
ng

 V
al

ue
 2

00
8

Population Growth 2000-10
-.5 0 .5

63600

602000

Detroit Gary citFlint ci
ClevelanDayton cBirmingh

Buffalo 

Cincinna

Pittsbur
Toledo c

St. Loui

Akron ci

Chicago 

Hampton 

South BeJackson 

Portsmou

Grand Ra

Baltimor

Rocheste

Lansing 

Livonia 

Evansvil

Warren c

Paterson

Erie citSyracuse

Lakewood

Kansas C

St. Paul

Memphis 

Milwauke

Tulsa ci

Ann Arbo

Yonkers 

Minneapo

Concord 

Newport 

Wichita 

Philadel
Springfi

Dallas c

Atlanta 

Abilene 

Lowell c

Newark c

Green Ba
Peoria cRockford

New York

Des Moin

ManchestTacoma cProvidenSalt Lak

Hartford

Knoxvill

Waterbur

Virginia

Independ

Jersey C

Richmond

Bridgepo

Norfolk 

Elizabet

Cambridg

Kansas C

Topeka c

Arvada c

Sterling

SpringfiPueblo cCedar Ra

Stamford

Boston c

Omaha ci

WorcesteNew HaveWestmins

Garland 

Washingt

Springfi

Little R
United S

Spokane 

Provo ci

Chattano

Seattle 

Denver c

Carrollt

Alexandr

Arlingto

Amarillo

Portland

Napervil

ColumbusAllentow

Boise Ci

Wichita 

Columbia

Chesapea

Bellevue

Madison 

Anchorag

Mesquite

Vancouve

Irving c

Salem ci

Eugene c

United SHuntsvilLincoln 
Oklahoma

United S

Lubbock El Paso 

Colorado
Overland

Plano ci
Aurora c

Greensbo

Fort Col

Albuquer
Durham c

Fort Way

Winston-Sioux Fa

Reno cit

Clarksvi

Charlott

Grand Pr

Aurora c

Fort Wor

Joliet c
Raleigh 

Fayettev



20
12

 U
ne

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

  
- 2 0 2 4

5

10

15

20

Abilene,

Clevelan

Albany, 

Albany-S Albuquer

Alexandr

Allentow

Altoona,

Amarillo
Ann Arbo

Anniston

Appleton

Ashevill

Athens, 

Atlanta,

Atlantic

Auburn-O

Augusta-

Austin-S

Bakersfi

BaltimorBangor, 
Baton Ro

Beaumont

Bellingh

Benton H

Billings

Biloxi-G
Binghamt

Birmingh

Bismarck

Blooming
Blooming

Boise Ci

Boston-W

Bremerto

Brownsvi

Bryan-Co

Buffalo-

Burlingt

Canton-M

Casper, 

Cedar Ra

Champaig

Charlest
Charlest

Charlott

Charlott

Chattano

Cheyenne

Chicago-

Chico-Pa

Cincinna

ClarksviColorado

Columbia

Columbia

Columbus

Columbus
Corpus C

Corvalli

Cumberla

Dallas-F

DavenporDayton-S

Daytona 

Decatur,

Decatur,

Denver-B

Des Moin

Detroit-

Dothan, 

Dubuque,

Duluth-S
Eau Clai

El Paso,
Elkhart-

Elmira, 

Erie, PA

Eugene-S

Evansvil

Fargo-Mo

Fayettev

Fayettev

Flagstaf

Flint, M

Fort Col

Fort Mye

Fort Pie

Fort Smi
Fort Way

Fresno, 

Gadsden,

Glens Fa
Goldsbor

Grand Fo

Grand Ju

Grand Ra

Great Fa

Greeley,

Green Ba

Greensbo
Greenvil

Greenvil

Hagersto

Harrisbu
Hartford Hattiesb

Hickory-

Houma, L

Houston-

Huntingt

Huntsvil

Indianap

Iowa Cit

Jackson,

Jackson,

Jackson, JacksonvJacksonv
Janesvil

Johnson 

Johnstow

Jonesbor

Joplin, 

Kalamazo

Kankakee

Kansas C Killeen-

Knoxvill

Kokomo, 

La Cross

Lafayett

Lafayett

Lake Cha

Lakeland

LancasteLansing- Laredo, 

Las Cruc

Las Vega

Lawrence

Lawton, Lewiston Lexingto

Lima, OH

Lincoln,

Little R

Los Ange

Louisvil

Lubbock,

Lynchbur

Macon, G

Madison,

Mansfiel

McAllen-

Medford-

Melbourn

Memphis,

Merced, 

Miami-Fo

Milwauke

Minneapo
Missoula

Mobile, 

Modesto,

Montgome

Muncie, 

Naples, 

Nashvill

New HaveNew Lond

New Orle

New York

Newburgh

Norfolk-

Ocala, F

Odessa-M

Oklahoma

Olympia,

Omaha, N

Orlando,

Owensbor

Panama C
Parkersb PensacolPeoria-PPhiladel

Phoenix-

Pine Blu

Pittsbur
Pittsfie

Pocatell

Portland

Portland

Providen

Provo-Or

Pueblo, 

Racine, 

Raleigh-

Rapid Ci

Reading,

Redding,

Reno, NV

Richland

Richmond

Riversid

Roanoke,

Rocheste

Rocheste

Rockford
Rocky Mo

Sacramen

Saginaw-

St. ClouSt. Jose

St. Loui

Salem, O

Salinas,

Salt Lak
San Ange

San Anto

San Dieg
San Fran

San Jose
San LuisSanta Ba

Santa Cr

Santa Fe

Santa Ro
Savannah

Scranton

Seattle-
Sheboyga Sherman-

Shrevepo

Sioux Ci

Sioux Fa

South Be
Spokane,

Springfi

Springfi

Springfi

State Co

Stockton

Syracuse

Tallahas

Tampa-St

Terre Ha

Texarkan

Toledo, 

Topeka, 
Trenton, Tucson, 

Tulsa, O
TuscalooTyler, T

Utica-Ro

Vallejo-

Ventura,

Victoria

Vineland

Visalia-

Waco, TX

WashingtWaterloo

Wausau, 
Wheeling

Wichita,

Wichita 

Williams

Wilmingt

Yakima, 

York, PA

Youngsto

Yuba Cit

Unemployment and MSA Growth 



Unemployment and Education 
ja

n1
0u

ne
m

p

College completion among populat
.110482 .523833

4.8

21.7

Abilene,

Akron, OAlbany, 

Albany-S

Albuquer

Alexandr

Allentow

Altoona,

Amarillo

Anchorag

Ann Arbo

Anniston

Appleton

Ashevill

Athens-C

Atlanta-

Atlantic

Auburn-O
Augusta-

Austin-R

Bakersfi

BaltimorBangor, 

Barnstab

Baton Ro

Beaumont

Bellingh

Billings

Binghamt

Birmingh

Bismarck

Blooming

Blooming

Boise Ci

Boston-C

Boulder,

Bremerto

Brownsvi

Buffalo-

Burlingt

Canton-M

Casper, 

Cedar Ra

Champaig

Charlest

Charlest

Charlott

Charlott

Chattano

Cheyenne

Chicago-

Chico, C

Cincinna
Clarksvi

Clevelan

Colorado

Columbia

ColumbiaColumbus
Columbus

Corpus C
Corvalli

Cumberla

Dallas-F

Danville

Davenpor

Dayton, Decatur,

Decatur,

Deltona-

Denver-A

Des Moin

Detroit-

Dothan, 

Dover, D

Dubuque,

Duluth, 
Eau Clai

El Paso,

Elkhart-

Elmira, 

Erie, PA

Eugene-S

Evansvil

Fargo, N

Fayettev

Fayettev

Flagstaf

Flint, M

Florence

Florence

Fort Col

Fort Smi

Fort Way

Fresno, 

Gadsden,

Gainesvi
Glens FaGoldsbor

Grand Fo

Grand Ju

Grand Ra

Great Fa

Greeley,
Green Ba

Greensbo

Greenvil
Greenvil

Hagersto

Harrisbu

HartfordHattiesb

Hickory-

HonoluluHouma-Ba

Houston-
Huntingt HuntsvilIndianap

Iowa Cit

Jackson,

Jackson,

Jackson,Jacksonv

Jacksonv

Janesvil

Johnson Johnstow

JonesborJoplin, 

Kalamazo

Kankakee

Kansas C

Killeen-

Knoxvill

Kokomo, 

La Cross

Lafayett

Lafayett

Lake Cha

Lakeland

Lancaste

Lansing-

Laredo, 
Las Cruc

Las Vega

LawrenceLawton, 

Lewiston Lexingto

Lima, OH

Lincoln,

Little R

Longview

Los Ange

Louisvil

Lubbock,

Lynchbur

Macon, G

Madison,

Mansfiel

McAllen-

Medford,

Memphis,

Merced, 

Miami-Fo

Milwauke

MinneapoMissoula

Mobile, 

Modesto,

Monroe, 

Montgome
Muncie, 

Myrtle B

Naples-M

Nashvill New Have

New Orle

New York

Ocala, F

Odessa, 

Oklahoma

Olympia,

Omaha-Co

Orlando-

Owensbor

Panama C
Parkersb Pensacol

PhiladelPhoenix-

Pine Blu

Pittsbur

Pittsfie
Pocatell

Portland

Portland

Providen

Provo-Or

Pueblo, 

Punta Go

Racine, 

Raleigh-

Rapid Ci

Reading,

Redding,

Reno-Spa

Richmond

Riversid

Roanoke,

Rocheste

Rocheste

Rockford

Rocky Mo

Sacramen

Saginaw-

Salem, O

Salinas,

Salt LakSan Ange
San Anto

San Dieg San Fran

San Jose

San LuisSanta Ba

Santa Cr

Santa Fe

Santa Ro

Savannah

Scranton
Seattle-Sheboyga

Sherman-

Shrevepo

Sioux Ci

Sioux Fa

South Be

Spokane,
Springfi

Springfi

Springfi
St. Clou

St. Jose

St. Loui

State Co

Stockton

Sumter, 

Syracuse Tallahas

Tampa-St

Terre Ha

Texarkan

Toledo, 

Topeka, 

Trenton-
Tucson, 

Tulsa, O

Tuscaloo

Tyler, TUtica-Ro

Vallejo-

Victoria

Vineland

Visalia-

Waco, TX
WashingtWaterloo

Wausau, 

Steubenv

Wheeling

Wichita Wichita,

Williams
Wilmingt

Yakima, 

York-Han

Youngsto

Yuba Cit
Yuma, AZ



PISA Math Score 2009

 Log GDP PER Person 2010  .
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Percent Chagne in Price 2001-200

 Change in Price 2006-11  .
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Ford’s Big Idea (River Rouge) 



The Decline of the Costs of Moving Goods 
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Log Median Income 1950

 Change in Income 1950-2000  .
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jan mean temp of major city, 199

 Population Change 1910-2010  Fitted values
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Urban Decline and Durable Housing 









Will the last person to leave Seattle 
please turn out the lights? 

Photo by Postdil 
Alfred Peet 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alfred_Peet.jpg�


Boston’s Reinvention 

Author: TWP 
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Figure 4: 
Population Growth for MSAs in the Northeast and Midwest
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Chinitz: Contrasts in Agglomeration: 
New York and Pittsburgh 
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Economic Growth and Firm Size 
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Policy Approaches to Decline 

• The Physical Capital Approach 
– Urban renewal, transportation aid 

• The Tax Incentives Approach 
– Empowerment zones 

• The Human Capital Approach 
– The Kalamazoo College Initiative 
– Attracting and training smart people and  then get out 

of their way.    
• Shrinking to Greatness 

– Dealing with local government 



Infrastructure and Urban Decline 

• Question # 1:  Does it even make a difference? 
• Question # 2: If it makes a difference to the 

city, does it meaningfully help local residents? 
• Question # 3: If it helps local residents, does it 

meet cost-benefit analysis?    
• Should the Federal government even play 

such an outsized role in transportation 
funding?   







Kahn and Baum-Snow 



Tax Incentives and Decline 

• There is far better evidence to support the view 
that tax incentives can impact areas.   
– Busso and Kline find 2-4 percent increases in  

employment rates in empowerment zones.  
– Greenstone and Moretti find significant impacts of 

million dollar plants.    
• There are questions on both (composition vs. 

treatment in one and the treated group in the 
other).  

• Also one area’s benefit is the others loss.   



Shrinking to Greatness 

• Basic idea is to shrink the physical footprint of 
the area to reduce costs of city services and 
potentially produce more usable land. 

• Accusations fly of Flint over-using eminent 
domain.    

• Another strategy is the offer to move people 
but reduce the area covered by city services.    

• Political down-sizing also seems possible.  



Human Capital Approaches 

• The correlations with land grant colleges 
supports Moynihan’s old line.   

• Correlations with human capital suggest the 
value of the skill base.    

• But is this a question for Federal or local 
policy?      

• It is hard to argue with local investment in 
better schools (charters) but should we go 
beyond that to something else.    



Attracting the Skilled 

• Immutable forces– like proximity to success 
metro areas– can have a great deal of power.  

• There has been a renewed interest in arts and 
entertainment, which is appropriate.   

• Yet it should never take away from the core 
basics of good schooling, safe streets and 
quick commutes.   

• Can this be done at a reasonable price tag??? 
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